.8 WILLIAM BOOTH AND THE
¢”"o9SALVATION ARMYG™W

The Salvation Army is a Christian Church and
charitable social work organisation. It was founded in
London in 1865 by William Booth.

Booth was born in Nottingham in 1829, As a young
man he was apprenticed to a pawnbroker’s shop where
he witnessed the hardship and degradation of some of
the poorest people in the town.
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LIFE OF WILLIAM BOOTH AND
EARLY SALVATION ARMY

After moving to London to find work to support his
family, Booth became a Methodist minister and, with
his wite Catherine, he spent ten years as a preacher.

April in Sneinton, Nottingham. J&=& "\ Stephenson’s Rocket.

In 1865, after resigning from the Methodist church,
Booth held a series of meetings in a large tent in
Whitechapel in the East End of London. His ‘Christian
Mission slowly grew from these humble beginnings as
it reached out to the poor and needy. In 1878 the
mission became The Salvation Army, dedicated to a
war on sin and evil,

By the time that Booth died in 1912 at the age of 83,
The Salvation Army had already become established in
58 countries. Today there are 50,000 members in the
UK and Ireland and over 1.5 million members in 126
countries across the world.

CE‘.’!—J -William Booth born on 10th 1829 -Invention of

1834 -Poor Law initiates the
workhouse system in England.

1842 -William begins his apprenticeship with
the pawnbroker Francis Eames
in Goose Gate, Nottingham
~-William's father Samuel Booth dies.

S 1557 -Queen Victoria

‘{ comes to the throne.

1839-Nottingham's first
railway station opens
on Carrington Street.

{1544 -William converts to Methodism
at the Broad Street Chapel.

This trail leaflet was developed as part of & partnership betwoen
Access Artefacts, Nottingham City Muoseums and Galleries Loans
Service (wwwnottinghameitygoviik/museums) and The Salvation
Army, William Booth Birthplace Museum
(wwwsalvationanuy.org.ul/ uki/ whhbim),

1846 -William is preaching on the
streets in some of the poorest
areas of Nottingham.
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1852 -William becomes a
full-time preacher.

. : 1851 -The Great Exhibition held } =
gﬁf = in Crystal Palace, London. } &

1855 -William marries Catherine Mumford.

865-William forms the Christian
Mission in East London,
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I(ISTS -William's mother dies.
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(H 78-Christian Mission renamed

1862 -Notts County Football
Club founded.

% SR S The Salvation Army.

1876 -Alexander Graham Bell

{ 1890-"In Darkest England and the Way Out” published. \
| patents the telephone.

-Catherine Booth dies:

1904 ~“William Booth commences his
first motor tour around England.

1905 -William receives the Freedom
of the City of Nottingham.

the age of 83. q
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Cmﬂ -William dies at

1809 -Start of the Boer War. - il 5
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% 1901 -Death of Queen Victoria, Edward VII takes the throne.
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1912 -Sinking of the Titanic.
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1914 -Start of WWIL
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> Broad Street Chapel

the far left column, a plaque commemorates
William Booth's conversion.
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3 stands on the site of‘ thE old Exchange
| building. There, on 6 November 1905,
William Booth was awarded the
Freedom of the City of Nottingham. KR A T P
I

In the foyer of the present >
i building a plaque names Blddl.llph S Academy
b all those gr.‘_antcr:i the Now the Lace Market Theatre, this

& Freedom of the was Samson Biddulph’s Academy where
City, including William was enrolled as a day student.
William Booth. He was not an eager student, later saying

“Mr Biddulph never fairly woke up my

ambition to learn until the year before 3 s ATl 5 s e
[ left At the age of 19, William had () -== Sl == (]

to leave and find work due to his St Mary’s Church
father's financial difficulties. i i )
William's father, Samuel Booth,
married his first wife Sarah here in
Nnttmgham Castle Museum and Art Gauery - 1797. Sarah died in IS,I 9 and five
For most of William Booth's time in Nottingham the Castle stood “;‘{'ﬁ{l :&i‘:q ‘::m;'ﬁ ?ﬂlfl':tl:d Mfe_llf'-.f Moss,
in riins as a rebuke to the people of Nottingham. In 1831 they had *h'lt:; i e = iri B S A
set fire to it in the riot following the failure of the parliamentary thL' " :T? ~ 0 DOYS an¢
Retorm Bill. Opened in 1878, the Castle Museum and Art " I]t[ff‘L” 15. b
Gallery has a dramatic portrait of William Booth. :0:3 r:':mt} oy
s Behind him is the industrial landscape of e ;Ithc:nj =
B i Nottingham and a windmill, possibly ' :
Green's Mill, which still stands
Re .. close to the house in which
he was born.
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Originally a Wesleyan Chapel this building is now the Broadway Cinema. You The halls were built by the City of Nottingham in 1915 as

can still see the columns of the original building through the glass a working memorial to William Booth. At the official

fagade. Here in 1844, kneeling in the basement, young William opening the Duke of Portland declared that f{“"‘”ﬂl
dedicatad hisBieto God) Inside the msis Entrance. o Booth would have appreciated his memorial “for he was,

The William Bnnth Memorial Halls EEH

whilst a great philanthropist, above all things a
practical man.”
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William Booth Birthplace Museum

The house at 12 Notintone Place was the hlrthpldw
and home of William Booth. It is now the William
Booth Birthplace Museum within the Salvation Army’s |

5 William Booth Memorial Complex. Nearby is S5t
tmphen s church. William was christened at an 248
Sirext

earlier church on this site in 1829,
Another significant resident of
Nnttrlmnt Place was George
Green, the mathematician and
owner of Green's Mill, who
lived at number 3 for a year
until his death in 1841,
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: Site of thmkersw

The pawnbroker’s shop of Francis
' Eames was on the corner of Belward
Street and Goose Gate, where the

group of trees now stands. At the age of \ .
13, William was apprenticed to Mr Eﬁ ,
Eames to learn the trade. Hockley and 1 ;

its surrounding areas were some of RN (0 BELEyy
the worst slums in the city and
William saw many poor and GDUSE Gate
desperate people. After the death of his father,
o) S i e ) William’s mother was forced
to sell the family home. T'o
Stﬂﬂ&}' Street provide for the family she
One Sunday in 1846, after holding an open air “Pﬂ'n’-'d a small shop in Goose
meeting in a notorious slum area called the Gate, selling needles, lace
Bottoms, William Booth marched a group of and ribbons. After moving to
ragged boys along Stoney Street to the Broad Street London in 1549 William )
chapel. They joined the congregation, filling the best reluctantly found work r?;,
seats. The leaders of the congregation insisted that as an assistant
the group moved to the less visible benches behind the pawnbroker, sending ‘I
preacher. William was told that if he insisted on home as much
bringing these shabby converts to the chapel they money as he could

must use the rear entrance on Heathcote Street. atford.



